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Case 2621 

Ascalabotes gigas Bocage, 1875 (currently Tarentola gigas; Reptilia, 
Squamata): proposed conservation of the specific name 

Hans Hermann Schleich 

c/o Zoologische Staatssammlung, Miinchhausenstr. 21, D-8000 Miinchen 60, 
West Germany 


Abstract. The purpose of this application is the conservation of the specific name of the 
giant Cape Verde Gecko Tarentola gigas (Bocage, 1875), by the suppression of the 
unused and inappropriate senior subjective synonym T. borneensis Gray, 1845. 


1. Bocage (1875, p. 108) gave a detailed description of Ascalobotes gigas from 
TArchipel du Cap-Vert'. 

2. Gray (1845, p. 165) described Tarentola borneensis from ‘Borneo’ but Joger( 1984, 
p. 99) reviewed the type material from the British Museum (Natural History) and 
identified it as being from Branco (Cape Verde Islands). 

3. The specific name borneensis Gray, 1845 has not been used (Schleich (1987, 
pp. 34-35)) except in synonymy by Loveridge (1947, p. 331) and Wermuth (1965, p. 
179). 

4. However, T. gigas (Bocage, 1875) has been in continuous use since its proposal 
(see Schleich (1987, p. 48) for a list of fifteen references). Usage of T. borneensis Gray, 
1845 now would cause destabilisation, particularly as these geckos are endemic to the 
Cape Verde Islands off Africa, and not Borneo (Asia). 

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the specific name borneensis Gray, 1845, as 
published in the binomen Tarentola borneensis, for the purposes of the Principle 
of Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name gigas Bocage, 
1875, as published in the binomen Ascalabotes gigas; 

(3) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology 
the name borneensis Gray, 1845, as published in the binomen Tarentola 
borneettsis and as suppressed in (1) above. 
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